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Anonymous: I graduated from college with a degree in
communications and journalism in May. I've never been
+involved with a Zine before but I had a very awesome
professor in college who was very into zines, so she
was my inspiration for contributing! Hopefully I will
get to work on more zines in the future!

Florence Grindall: I graduated with a history degree in
2008 from Lancaster University, I volunteered for a few
months at the Oxfam Book Barn before taking a christmas job
at Debenhams which lasted nine months. I then began my
Masters Course at Leeds University in Activism and Social
Change, it was here that I had my only other 'zine
experience' when we produced a group effort for one of our
modules on Campaigning for Social Change. I wrote about
feminism, and am currently a member of the Huddersfield
Feminist Collective. My Christmas temp job at The Body
Shop has now ended so I resume my unemployment, I harbour
dreams of making and selling clothes and other craft items.

J- Mo: I'm a displaced welsh punk now living in Leeds. I
play in the hardcore band Facel Vega and run State Run
Records. I wrote a zine called "Like Hell" with my
friend Noel when I was sixteen.

Krystle: I'm an English Student and aspiring
beekeeper.

Monika Mogi: Monika Mogi is from Tokyo, Japan
and currently lives in London. She owns a
webzine called baisermag.com

Mina and Chris Bird: We are involved in an art group based
in London called 'Surplus Value Arts' and we are urban
artists inspired by the beauty of the everyday.

We identify with the hope of change and the longing for
the power of imagination to overcome injustice and apathy.
Mina is from Iran originally while Chris is a Londoner :)
our website is www.newseda.com

Nuie: I'm completely new to zines, I was Jjust amazed
by the nerd feeling they gave me so I had to try to
make a submission. I'm a 20 year old girl from
Germany. I like reading books and being on tumblr.
I'm in love with Lars von Trier, a little bit.

Introduction

Walking home from another week signing on at the Job
Centre, I was feeling exhausted, ashamed, and faulty.
“Why haven’t you found a job?” Every week I had to
walk in, sit down, and prove my worthiness to the
grand charity of accusatory workers, defensive
bureaucracy, and depersonalising budget cuts.

I was tired of feeling judged for being unemployed. I
was tired of feeling like friends, family, academics,
and potential employers were all looking down on me
for not having found work yet. I was tired of society
being so damn cruel to unemployed people that it
seemed as though the unemployed had difficulty
admitting even to each other what was going on for
them.

That’s when I decided to start this project. I want to
create art as dialogue. Self-expression is one of the
most powerful mediums we have to break through the
isolation of shame and into the strength of
resistance. I compiled this zine specifically to
address adjusting from student life into unemployment,
partially because that is my own experience, but also
because that is so many of our experiences and I
barely hear us talking about it. I want a platform to
share our feelings, our struggles, our copings, our
creativity, and our talents with each other. I hope
this can be one piece of a continuing and challenging
dialogue about unemployment and marginalisation in our
society.

I'd like to give a massive thank you to everyone who
has contributed towards this zine. I think you’re
fabulous. I’'d also like to thank all those who are out
there reading this. You’re probably pretty fabulous,
too.

With love,
Sarah Tea- Rex

If you have any feedback, comments, questions, or late
night coffee induced ranting you’d like to share with
me, shout me an e-mail at sarahtearex@gmail.com or
check out www.sarahtearex.wordpress.com

Thanks again!
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Your job search steps
| know | must take at least three steps each week.

What | did Date

Sometimes I feel so fucking sad. I am lost and confuéed.' '

9 | 84

stuck between wishing I could get a job, and feeling terri-
fied about spending my life doing work I hate.

7 e St

I observe my desires teetering between ultimate resis- ‘

9 / 84

tance (devotion to counterculture and an alternative
lifestyle) and total submission (40hrs a week min. wage)s

The middle ground is the ugfiest. I'm too afraid to do ‘

9 | 84

either, while living day to day with an acute awareness
that I'm treading water with my life in flux. ¢

+ T

1t seems the only way to get the job center off your back is ‘

9 / 84

to actually convince them that you really want a job, and
you could do with their help.

Then expect them to swiftly ask you to sign your name and Ht -

9 /8

say they’ll try and set you up a meeting with someone who
can help in four wee};s.

Until then you’ll be scrutinised, dehumanised and made to
feel 1like a parasite for claiming their allowance that
barely keeps you above the breadline.

This system is a machine and it obliterates human beings.

It has evolved to maintain and grow a mass of unemployed
whose poverty and tripled suicide risk serve a political
end, along with the difficulty of mass organisation.

I haven’t found the solutions to these problems, and I m
not expecting to any time soon.

rgfﬁce stamp T

N.I. Number: JR509169E.
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It is likely that in a simultaneocus
manner,

who is analyzed embark on a common
brocess of discovery and rediscovery,
process in which they assimilate
qualities and defects, situations and
everything that could bring us closer

the answers of such basic questioning

in days gone by: "What? How? When? Where

does it come from? Where is

1t gelng?
Why? What for?”

When one is in the midst of

and inevitable change, one does not

the one who analyzes and the one

to
as

a necessary

think that it can inspire anyone else or
that the situation may be attractive for

Someone to be able to cre

ate something
from.
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In boredom, frustration, rage.. it is
impossible to perceive anything.

Because for anyone submerged in such a
trance it becomes an idle exercise to
analyze or become conscious of the
moment, and so the individual is assumed
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Beyond cultural, economic and
ideological phenomena, entering into the
life of another person involves a
brocess of sensitization through which
what is lost in objectivity is gained in
substance, and things are discovered
that had never been imagined -soon
everything that attracted our attention
initially seems Superfluous compared
with the new doors that open up to us,
introducing us to new possibilities.
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Hail stoned, hail you beneath

wallpapered over faces
Fogged and fucked

broken language, broken -
Backwards bend
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“You are invited...”

to participate in our questionmnaire,
‘Destinations of L.eavers from
Higher Education 2009/10°

I can’t wait to show you how
useful my degree has been..

“Which of the following
statements best describes your

employment circumstances?”

“I am unemployed and
looking for employment,
further study or training”,

Scrap the last bit and

T suess this is what T'll pick,

but quite a few of them would be a
good options for me to click;

“T,ooking after the home or family/
I am unable to work
or sick temporarily”

Combine this with..

“T am in unpaid work
which is voluntary”

and I'd give it a tick,

The situation is that I amm
Sarah’s bitch, I look after

the home, and I am sick of it.

“T arn permamnently unable to work/retired”

is more like the reality that fits the bill,
‘Retired’ would be my favoured option still,

or even better simply - ‘hired’.

I am permamnently unable to work,
but there’s nothing wrong with me,
No one will give me a job,
“Something will come along”,

yveah we’ll see..

l Beaulj U A

q.’o oLd’-

You, m:’a“b] v CUL“’ ’f’
-S:M\/ l\c/LYE A ¢ Ay\cf |
glé'ep The l!‘{fj-]f’1+ al L o




" N I am able bodied, and of sound mind,
. )\ I'm that rare thing; a human being that’s kind.
\ I have a degree and I'm no fool,
. f X but the way they discriminate me is cruel,

\ P I guarantee it would be fun

N / to work with me,

Y ! I would work, laugh, draw,

dance and make tea,

All T need is someone to give me a chance.
The problem is I am lacking in experience.
For each job there are 40, 80 or

100 people who apply,

They're not going to choose me,

it makes me want to cry.

!':'
/‘”\\ \ ) e cutliny I look for all sorts of jobs, and I apply
/

for any that I can,

I'd apply to be Santa Claus

but I'm not a man!

I have tried artist, typist, cattery assistant,
The job centre tells me just be persistent.

‘T am taking time out in order to travel”

) 4 ) / is the one I want to go for,
(, \}T (’/ F g / I want to boldly go where no
T H b : unemployed person has gone before.
f : No.. not Marks & Spencers..
¥ Out into space, perhaps visit our Moon,
B ED ’ z I asked at the job centre for Astronaut
: {1 ’ vacancies but they think I'm a loon.
/

-

“You may be contacted in a
follow up survey in 3 years time”,

e —

WE[ZE.’S o

MveH gy O
G \VE OW \T . ool

Don't bother,
the same employment
circumstances will still apply.




Work hard for your CV —be a Volunteer

by Rosy Dorfman (Leeds)

Employability is enhanced \_Nhen you are
an active community participant

The Big Society is one of providing extra
hours for

Replacing the jobs that were mde into |
redundant vacancies to be

Filled with the enthusiasts waiting to fill up
their CV so that one day

P i

They can have enough non-paid work -
experience to make them employable »

-2 7t s )
Organisations facing cuts realise that

i when volunteers replace staff possibly
services won't be compromised

P aeier A
Because the growing number of

unemployed people and people
- P & -

nothing better to do than work for free for
the job that once constituted a livelihood. |
) -

‘One year mandatory community service/’,/

% . e f ]
...are all fantastic steps to help us build the
ideal big social society where peqple

7

| when their actions are simply
employability enhancers |

NN
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I also wondered about those other people
who are claiming benefits, who can’t find
work, and for whom a university education
is inappropriate or unattainable. Those
working class types were unemployed long
before the rest of us knew what the word
meant, back when the economy was booming.
Remember that? I'm middle class so
unemployment is an unfortunate and
undeserved diversion, but I’'m entitled to
benefits owing to the life taxes of my

middle class parents, and thanks to my

AL TSI SN

/

middle class nouse I can weigh up my
options.

But unemployment is no fun, and
I have no taken a part time retail

>~ Christmas temp job, it’s not what I want
§§ \ . to do with my career, and I won’t earn
§§ enough money to live independently but
AN I'm off the unemployed list so that

?\ X ' should help the figures. Maybe when all
Qd/' 2 the graduates have taken part time retail
§$} ‘ 1 work, leaving the job center to the

§%- )\&’ 7 tracksuit class the recession will

finally be over?




BUT AT LEAST people are n.ow e
encomagedtoengageinvanousachvmes

y
I‘]O ”eed to sette dOWII now, Wh HOt l ave

My mother’s argument was
worked al1 her life,
entitled to cash this
back in benefits-
class attitude to
Friends Supported
‘it's ok for you,
Spend it all on die
the stigma

that she haqg
and I was now

in, and claim it
an unfortunate middle
taxation in my opinion,
My signing on, saying
you’re not just gonna
ink like other people’,
of the benefit Scrounger’
burns ever brighter, but not for me. My
job center advisor asked Me what type of
WOork I was looking for, I saig public
Sector but there didn’t seenm to be a box
for that, so we settled on retail. The
job center jobs have always struck m NS
a long list of Jobs I’d never want, so T ff
was worried she woiild sign me up to Q&
cleaning the call center for a fast food
restaurant or something. Byt she
informed me ‘I had too much nouse to be
Cleaner’. 1 wondered what

what happened to people wit
it

€ as

nouse was,
hout enough of

. ; asitic,
caslasIamnessaqiﬁﬁzveyoursmusbytahn

else’s job!




THERE ARE negatives and positives. to
the way that our postdern Society is S

replig employment with no
experience.

In order to critically analyse the moralistic
value attached to employment,
We have to critique how vqunteeringtis by e
i ithin the employment & - \ework —
being couched within

i icipaffn@¥\
rather than viewing commumtypammp 1’.

n-paid work

Are there limits as to what kinci of q

volunteering is deemed CV building?
What kind of employers would be put off
or turned on if they saw

‘JI8sy ul s|gen)jen

How are do we shape our volunteering
o .
around how we perceive future employers

- : 5
will read that action on our CV :

7 (A ==

: Who is excluded from ‘volunteering’ and
neglected by the Big Society? :

:
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affected us;

run the country and write the news.
mean if university graduates can’t ge
job then things really are bad,
For the past six weeks I have c]

I

t a
right?
aimed job
tey,

ent but

¢ Ut T
ile. 1t
Y mother told me T
about half an hour
I graduated fron my History degree.
Suggestion that T for
hard work,

achieved,

seekers allowance at the job cen
something I have found inconvenj
Not as painful as T had imagined
Strongly resisted for quite a wh
was in 2008 that m

should sign on, after

The
get the three years
and the degree 1 had just

to do something I could have
done after leaving school at 16,
almost insulting.
year (after my Mast
increasingly out of
employable) .

was

I changed my mind this
ers degree left me
pocket and no more
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I did always agree with the sentence which
was something like: you only learn one thing

.
X

And that remains the spiel dealt out by
the government, by schools and colleges,

o

b
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adate
P,

P P
g
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at school: that you don’t learn the 4444 ﬁfﬂlﬁigS§S§§§§S§S§ ;jizai;ii : Wfs Lol gFaduétes G/ e
important things at school. I found it in a ‘ﬁ‘ %;A£§§§§§S§$$SS§§$§S§ il tZon graduates (which is

book and it frequently went through my head EE ii‘ %f;ﬂg %%%%@ ¥ the case, when they have a job
when I spent the last months of my last aaae ﬂfi&:ﬂ)} %%%@f Otftioursg), and that I could get any job
year. There was something else that said ﬁ £§ §§§£§ 2 4 d a History degree.. But right now
that the schoolsystem was kind of unuseful PRI R R R <S§S§§S§$% giahuazi u;employmenF 18 8% g 17 yearp
because you get pushed to take subjects in Ij :g 555‘\ <S§S§§$§S% : ggrwaselggjt tlm? it waslat tbe current
which you already know you’re going to fail, (LS4 %‘<S§S§$$§S% < 7% r an interesting time for

the government to propose higher tuition
fees.

no interest, talent or what ever. So you
waste your time in getting a bit of
everything filled in by the teachers, but if
you really want to be good at something, you
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So after school my parents and everyone else
kept asking what my plans were. Would I go
to university? Maybe medicine? Your grades
were so fine, if you really wanted to be an
artist, you would have dropped out of school
three years earlier. The first priority
should be the ability to make your own
living, you know that we can’t always pay
for you. Studying art is an amusement that
won’t get you anywhere, we just want you to
be happy, but you have to stop this
romanticism. Gravity won’t make no exception
for you, you are just a normal person like
everyone else, you should stop believing in
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his is not how I thought my life would
turn out; 23 with two degrees, living at
home and unemployed. Living at home is
harrowing in its own right; a lack of
privacy and independence for someone who
walk home at 2am in Leeds last year, now
has to leave a note on the table when she
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I was never that nervous about graduating
into such a horrible economy. I had
enough confidence in myself that I would
eventually find some sort of job, even if
I had to start out somewhere that wasn't
my first choice for a career. I've been
out of school for about two months now
and had my first job interview last
Thursday. However, an event as small as
making an appointment with my
dermatologist quickly changed my overly
optimistic outlook. It's not that my
confidence has been lowered or that I
have less faith that I will eventually
find a job, just that my perspective has
suddenly been drastically changed. I
wrote down the time and date for the
appointment I had made with my
dermatologist and left it on my kitchen
counter. When my mom read it and had
asked me what it was for, I told her and
she said, "you better make sure you're
still covered under the medical
insurance." A wave of worry and fear
instantly came with the thought that I
may very well no longer have medical
coverage and won't until I find a full-
time job. Then I thought even longer
about it and realized how privileged I
had been for my whole life up until this
point. Going to the doctor had always
been such a nonchalant thing and with the
realization that I could no longer do so
with such ease really got to me. And
while I may have to stick it out for a
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